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In the Claims: 

1-7 (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A web-based method of providing healthcare 
services to patients, the method comprising the following performed by a web-based data 
processing system: 

accepting entry of information about a medical condition of a patient, wherein 
the information is entered via a web-based client device in communication with the web- 
based data processing system; 

assigning the patient to one of a plurality of pools of patients based on the one 
or more attributes of the patient from the entered patient information and/or based on one or 
more attributes of a healthcare provider qualified to advise patients in the assigned pooL 
wherein the one or more patient attributes are selected from the group consisting of patient 
geographical location, patient age, patient medical condition, patient willingness to pay 
healthcare provider, and patient ability to pay healthcare provider, and wherein the one or 
p^ore healthcare provider attributes are selected from the group consisting of healthcare 
provider specialty, proximity of patient to healthcare provider, volume of healthcare provider 
patients, previous relationship between healthcare provider and patient contractual 
obligations of healthcare provider, range of fees healthcare provider is willing to accept and 
healthcare provider licenses; 

allowing a healthcare provider qualified to treat patients in the assigned pool 
to view the patient information; and 

providing a secure area within which the healthcare provider provides a 
diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation for the medical condition of the patient, wherein 
the secure area is accessible by the patient via the web-based client device; 

notifying the patient via electronic communication that the healthcare provider 
has provided a diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation for the medical condition of the 
patient within the secure area; and 
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allowing the patient to acces s the secure area and, via the secure area, view the 
diagnosis and/or treatment recomm endation provided bv the healthcare provider. 
CQnu qmiicate iteratively with the healthcare provider regarding the diagnosis and/or treatment 
recommendation, and select a treatment option . 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 8, wherein the 
information is entered by the patient via one or more templates that are specifically designed 
to invoke answers to Questions rela ted to the medical condition in a rjmdotormini^ rtnmtumH 

12. (Original) The method according to Claim 8, wherein a treatment 
recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a medication prescription, and 
further comprising communicating the medication prescription to a pharmacy for fulfillment. 

1 3 . (Original) The method according to Claim 8, wherein a treatment 
recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a request to perform laboratory 
services on the patient, and further comprising communicating the request for laboratory 
services to a provider of laboratory services for fulfillment. 

14. (Original) The method according to Claim 13, further comprising 
communicating results of the laboratory services to the patient 

15. (Original) The method according to Claim 8, further comprising the 
following performed prior to accepting entry of information about a medical condition of a 
patient; 

identifying the patient; and 
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verifying that the patient is eligible to receive healthcare services. 

16. (Cancelled) 

1 7. (Original) The method according to Claim 9, wherein allowing the 
patient to access the secure area and view the diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation 
provided by the healthcare provider comprises allowing the patient to select a specific 
medication prescription for treating the patient. 



18-24 (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A web-based data processing system that 
facilitates the provision of healthcare services to patients, comprising: 

means for accepting entry of information about a medical condition of a 
patient, wherein the information is entered via a web-based client device in communication 
with the data processing system; 

means for assigning the patient to one of aplurality of pools of patients based 
on one or more attributes, of the patient from the , entered patient information and/or based 
on one or more attributes of a healthcare provider Qualified to advise mtisnts in the assign 
pool, wherein the one or more patient attributes are seler* ^ from the r n„ p consisting of 
patient geographical location, patient age, patient medical condi t ion, patient wilT.n ^c t„ 
pay healthcare provider, and patient ability to pav healthcare p rovider, and wherein the on* nr 
m0re fcalthcare provider attributes are se a ted from the group consisting of healthcare 
provider specialty, proximity of patient to healthcare pr o vider, volume of healthcare p rovider 
patients, previous relationship between healthcare provider and na tient. conn-art™! 
obligations of healthcare provider, range of fees healthcare prov i der is willinp to a c ™r,t, ™J 
healthcare provider licen^ ; 

means for allowing a healthcare provider qualified to treat patients in the 
assigned pool to view the patient information; mi 
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means for providing a secure area within which the healthcare provider 
prides a diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation for the medical condition of the 
patient, wherein the secure area is accessible by the patient via the web-based client device; 

ms gns for notifying the patient via electronic .n m m„n ication that ^ 

healthcare provider has provided a Gnosis ^ -^^^ «, A . 

m edical conditio n P f the pati ent within »h» ^cure are »- ™A 

m eans fpr allowing th * patient to ac cess the ^ a and via th „ r 

area, view the d jagno S i S and/or treatment ^ ^ tion pwviH ^ Ky f y 

provider, con^nticate Iterative^ with the healthcare ^ th . h^. ^ 

treatment recommendnrion. and seW.t a treatment np t, ? n 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (CurrentlyAmended) The data processing system according to Claim 
25, wherein the information is entered by the patient via one or m<™ folates thflt „ r 
specifically des i red to invoke answer, to ~i ated to tn. ^H,— , n n 
prodctorminod, struoturod fonnat . 

29. (Original) The data processing system according to Claim 25, wherein 
a treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a medication 
prescription, and further comprising means for communicating the medication prescription to 
a pharmacy for fulfillment. 

30. (Original) The data processing system according to Claim 25, wherein 
a treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a request to 
perform laboratory services on the patient, and further comprising means for communicating 
the request for laboratory services to a provider of laboratory services for fulfillment. 
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comprising: 



3 1 . (Original) The data processing system according to Claim 25, further 
means for identifying the patient; and 

means for verifying that the patient is eligible to receive healthcare services. 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Original) The data processing system according to Claim 26, wherein 
the means for allowing the patient to access the secure area and view the diagnosis and/or 
treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider comprises means for allowing 
the patient to select a specific medication prescription for treating the patient. 

34-40 (Cancelled) 

41 . (Currently Amended) A web-based computer program product that 
facilitates the provision of healthcare services to patients, the computer program product 
comprising a computer usable storage medium having computer readable program code 
embodied in the medium, the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code that accepts entry of information about a 
medical condition of a patient, wherein the information is entered via a web-based client 
device in communication with a web-based data processing system; 

computer readable program code that assigns the patient to one of a plurality 
of pools of patients based on fee one or more atrHh,^ ^ m Thr ri|1l , , J||| , || „, 

information and/or based on one or mnm attrib utes of a heaHhm pmvi(lCT m ,u^ ,~ 
advise patien . fr in the assigned nool wherein th* on. „ , ^ 0re parient fltfr ^ m 
from the group consisting of patient geographic! lo c ation, natiftnt ^ p^em medic^ 
condition, patient willingness to pay healthcare provider, and p ati^t ^n ^ to nav nMl| ^ w 
provider , and wherein the or,e p r more he alt h c are p rovider attribute ^ Sfl w„H ^ ^ 
group consisting of healthcare provider specially r ™i mitv Qfnatien , tn healthcflm p rnvi ,w 
vol ume of healthcare Provider patients, nrevion* rel a tionship betw^ healths 



PAGE 10/15* RCVD AT 7/2512005 3:42:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Thie] ' SVMSPTMFXRF-6/27 ' DN1S:27383M ' CSID:919 854 1401 ' DURATION (mnvss):05-28 



J-UL. 25, 2005 3:47PM MBS&S 91 9 854-1401 "~ NO. 8010 — ^P. 11/15 



In re: Malik 
Serial Mo.: 09/838,878 
- Filed: April 20, 2001 - - - .. - - - - - . _ _ 

Pag© 7 of a 

and TMient, contractual obli P a t ions of hei.thcar. r^A- ^ ^ 
is willing to a ^ pt| ^ healthcare provider 1it^ n<ra ; 

computer readable program code that allows a healthcare provider qualified to 
treat patients in the assigned pool to view the patient information; md 

computer readable program code that provides a secure area within which the 
healthcare provider provides a diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation for the medical 
condmon of the patient, wherein the secure area is accessible by the patient via the web-based 
client device; 

computer readme program code that notifies th* p ^t yj a , lartmt>lV 

communication that the healths movidar W a d ,- apn ^- g aniV „ „ ^ 

recommendation for the medical condition of ihr. within th, . . „ ^ 

co mputer readable program code that allow. thP n a t,> nt to accesg ^ « 

area , and, via the secure area view the dfa pn^ »^,- T p-eatm^t r„ LendatinT1 

by the healthcare provider comrm,nic ate iw^iy ^ m the haaTf hff „, 
the diatmosjs and/or treatment recommend^ and select a 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
Claim 41. wherein the information is entered by the patient via one or mar* f olates that ^ 
specific^ designed to invoke answers to q ue stions related the me d\c.^ y mAM™ 
predetermin e d, atruotur e d forma t. 

45. (Original) The computer program product according to Claim 41, 
wherein a treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a 
medication prescription, and further comprising computer readable program code that 
communicates the medication prescription to a pharmacy for fulfillment 
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46. (Original) The computer program product according to Claim 41 
wherein a treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider includes a request 
to perform laboratory services on the patient, and further comprising computer readable 
program code that communicates the request for laboratory services to a provider of 
laboratory services for fulfillment. 

47. (Original) The computer program product according to Claim 41, 
further comprising: 

computer readable program code that identifies the patient; and 
computer readable program code that verifies that the patient is eligible to 
receive healthcare services. 

48. (Cancelled) 

49. (Original) The computer program product according to Claim 42, 
wherein the computer readable program code that allows the patient to access the secure area 
and view the diagnosis and/or treatment recommendation provided by the healthcare provider 
comprises computer readable program code that allows the patient to select a specific 
medication prescription for treating the patient. 
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